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By GORDON THOMSON 

A ROW has erupted 
over attempts to gaq 
health workers in 
Glasgow. 

Staff with the city’s com- 
munity and primary care 
unit face the sack if they talk 
about their work - to their 
MP, union, professional 
body or the media 
The shock threat was made by 
unit general manager Jim Laing 
i, f " s , , ru J ln g is contained in a 
hard-hitting memo written the 
th > e Evenin g Times pub- 
lished shock claims by Dr Eliza- 

JnS. 25 llS ° n Who q “‘ in an « er 
r'*' , 25 >*«? ^ co-ordinator of 
lamily planning services 

personal 

hv \/fr ? 1,egatio " s were dismissed 
by Mr Laing - her former boss - 
as untrue”. 

Mr Laing accuses a number of 
stall - some in senior manage- 
ment positions - of talking “with 
third parties, in response to com- 
plaints or to offer personal views 
and comments on this unit’s ser- 
vice provision”. 

tinn^f hC W '" ,ake ,OU Sll a c- 
tion if there is any repeat 

Gj^nemo also reveals two 



DR WILSON . . . spoke to Evening 
Times after quitting 
earlier incidents when: 

• STAFF wrongly said provi- 
sion was being withdrawn for a 

need? ° f chlldren with special 

• GOVERNMENT ministers 
were sent letters on unit-headed 

S “le y ve“ mPlam,ng ab0 “' 
Mr Laing warns: “On no ac- 
count will any member of staff 
whilst acting as a board em- 
ployee, make unauthorised com- 
ment on any aspect of this unit’s 
services to any client or clien 
group, to any part of the media 
or to any other authority, bodv 
or person.” 3 y 

It was “utterly irresponsible” 
“>^»jmember of staff to in- 


MICHAEL FULLER ... board 
scared of the truth 

dulge their personal and or pro- 
fessional views in this way 

dismal ?? nduct ri^ summary 

The action was slammed by 
Jim Devine, Scottish regional of- 
the Confederation of 
Health Service Employees. “This 
is ridiculous. It means they are 
c amping down and refusing to 
aUow^taff ,o speak to outside 

.Michael Fuller, Scottish re- 
gional officer with the Manufac- 
turing, Science and Finance 

m!°"n° n L ei ? u ed the move say- 
ing. The heaJtb board is cJear f 

frightened of the truth. y 

We re totally opposed to the 

^£2^!^|^°££talinistmethods e 


Mr .fv 1,er is als ° chairman of 
the city s joint health unions 
committee and said the warning 
was a clear breach of the board’! 
consultative process. 

Mr Laing was not available for 
HeTtf n n but / Greater Glasgow 
": V°* rd s P okesvv °man in- 
to Dr n0t rel3ted 

to Dr Wilson’s allegations. 

frn I " St . ead ’ she said it resulted 
from two serious incidents when 
two special schools were wrongly 
t ° d T eec , h therapy sessions were 
to end and an elderly patient was 

session^ t0,d her Physiotherapy 5 
sessions were to be axed. * 

However, health board boss 
Laurence Peterkin has fuelled the 
w * th hls own confidential t 
memo to every unit general man- I 
agement directors at headquar- 
ters and his press office staff 
warning “Press releases will neve/ 
be issued unless they have been 
approved by me or someone I 
have delegated the task to.” 

HeJJn SC0ttish Home a "d 
Health Department’s recent code 

sa^Th UCt i f ° r health authori ties 
S ? t the rr° n1 ^ matter confiden- 
tiality affecting staff is a patient’s 
personal details. 

Dr Wilson was not available 
for comment. 



Board accused over 
changes at hospital 


By BILL CAVEN 


GREATER Glasgow 
- , Health Board was accused 
f yesterday of putting cash 
2 » savings before patient care 
with its decision to reduce 
rt.ear, nose, and throat ser- 
y vices at Glasgow Royal 
c M Infirmary. 

1 The decision, an- 
l/tnounced by the health 
I board on Tuesday as part 
tflaf a shake-up, was at- 
tacked by Mr Ian Swan, 
— an honorary consultant 
i <and senior lecturer in ENT 
.at the Royal. 

He said the board had 
ignored medical opinion 
. that it keep in-patient ser- 
! «■ vices at GRI, instead of 
j ^transferring them from the 
i ‘ east of the city to Stobhill 
! ‘m Hospital. 

Highlighting the impor- 
tance of the ENT depart- 
lf, ment at the Royal, which 
( ‘ 7 also offers specialised 
1,1 teaching and research fa- 
. cilities, Mr Swan said: “I 
’•‘-believe that the health 
board has taken a retro- 


grade step in closing this 
unit down. 

“Apart from carrying 
out complicated surgery 
not readily available else- 
where in the city, the 
Royal is the main teaching 
hospital for ear, nose, and 
throat, and also a large 
amount of time is spent on 
research.” 

Stressing that the ENT 
unit dealt with the largest 
number of inpatients in 
Glasgow north of the 
Clyde, the consultant said 
the department handled 
around 1200 emergency 
referrals annually from the 
Royal accident and emer- 
gency unit. 

He continued: “We pre- 
pared a detailed report on 
the workings of the de- 
partment, including the 
results of a questionnaire 
carried out with the help ol 
the patients, and submit- 
ted this to the health 
board. 

“But it would appear 
that our points have been 
ignored by the health 


board in its quest to make 
savings.” 

Under the new arrange- 
ments, ear, nose, and 
throat patients will have 
surgery at Stobhill; the 
Royal will deal only with 
outpatients. 

Mr Swan said: “It will 
be very difficult to provide 
an adequate standard of 
care if we are not in the 
hospital all the time. The 
patients’ stay in hospital is 
also going to be much 
more unpleasant as people 
living in the east of the city 
will find it difficult to visit 
them.” 

Mr Swan said he was 
hoping to arrange an ur- 
gent meeting with Mr 
Laurence Peterken, chair- 
man of Greater Glasgow 
Health Board. 

A spokesperson for 
Greater Glasgow Health 
Board dismissed sugges- 
tions that future ENT 
emergency cases at the 
Royal Infirmary would 
suffer as a result of the 
switch to Stobhill. 
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Wembley evokes memories both 
id for most Scottish soccer fans, 
ago today Wembley was host to 
most important fixtures of the 
md it had nothing to do with 


By ALAN CLEMENTS 


e ago the Special Labour 
at Wembley decided on a new 
■lecting a leader. This provoked 
plit from the Labour Party and 
into years of turmoil. Yet the 
ind fall sits snugly in [he eighties 
imphant Benmtes of 1981 would 
:ognise Neil Kinnock s new 
bour Party. What happened? 

.-day conference on Saturday, 
1981, took two decisions. First, 
to elect the leader of the Lab ? '"1 
thus any Labour Prime Minister) 
from the Parliamentary Labour 
asp and given to an electora 
hen more controversially, that 
mposition was set at 40% to the 
304 to the constituency activists 

l t °Foot, I jiKSt two months into his 

, had put his Personal weight 
50°5‘25 formula, with the MPs 

half the votes. This defeat was a 

t blow to his authority. Foots 
p never recovered, 
while a jubilant Tony Benn 
ing that this decision had changed 
'’e 8 of British history", promised 
“democratise" the party fu rthe • 
eft, control of MPs would mean no 
icht-wing backsliding m future 
governments. The next day s 
, Herald noted that those MPs who 

cted Michael Foot leader in the 
ion of a quiet life were likely to be 
istaken. And so they were 

Labour right, outfought and 
oeuvred, faced a bleak chmce^ Some 
Denis Healey, accepted the 
tion and soldiered on. But for others 
he last straw. The next day dissidents 
■d the Limehouse declaration horn 
Owen's home. The SDP'was born. 


1 S llLtm^. ***--- • 

lV id Owen remembers the day as 
teful one. "I had only started to 
ving the Labour Party after the 
30 conference, but this was the 
sion. We could have fought to 


reverse political decisions ^ch .Mjhe 

referendum, but this constitution*! change 

democracy^ of* the Sate. It undermined 
the whole y Burkian philosophy | hat an M 
represented his constituents rather than h.s 

Pa “i y hoped and hoped against hope that the 

^b^^K^Party 

a «rSway B S|e Glasgow 
HU, head Labour MP, d was thcn^B^ 

youngest-ever Scottish Party chairman later 
that year. That day brings back very 

srra ,-ssititfssgS 

Moscow "to'Alex Kitson throughout the 

day. It was that type of atmosphere- 
amazing to think we were ever in the same 

party ‘ * muke-uD of the electoral 

tii=§i§ 

wlsuldn't support any re [ojnUon that gave 
letting the left . . round 

round the hall lobbying ddegates^ 


conference in Perth. 


was on many people's ‘riejwe’ list for Ae 

SDP 1 was never tempted and n 
In the end it was a question of where 1 felt at 
home . ? still 'believed the Labour Party was 
right on most issues. ^ 

“But the SDP defection was a tragedy, 
kui “Wembley condemned 

m nt , ,n a U hour Party to yearn of internal strife, 
seemed'a* new'h^h. ^but it " as actually the 

peak for the Benmte left. 

But whv did the left, triumphant in 1981, 


k It was 


ssaufW.ss-’ss?' , 

( the left lost its nerve faced with the gigan 1 
fiaiire of Mrs Thatcher and her ability to put 
"fross hendeas forcefully and clearly More 
particularly, Benn went off on an ultra lei 
binge in the mid-eighties which alienated 
much of his coalition. 


defeated as co-opted in a strong umfred 
oartv “This unity has been Neil KinnocKS 
great achievement. The left 
loneer run separate ‘slates for the anaaow 
Cabinet elections^ The atmosphere rt much 

better. 1 remember when MPs relusea 10 
speak to each other. 


ucn Ui mo 

Donald Dewar aim "WgJgJSSg. 

role of successive General Flee. accentuate 

but. unsurprisingly^ prg e Benn -Healey 
the positive. F.e ^^ athartic and that 
contest wa^ the gr ^ not 1 mU ch 


Scotland raises its 


Dewar certainly has a point. Tl^ Labour 
Party enters the 1990s m 'nfimtel^better 

doubts^emahi.^any believe • th r a ^ b d °“[’* 

electoral defeat w M rip it spar', on lett- 
right or even English-scottish seams, i «• 
ehost of Wembley has not yet been laid t< 
rest. 


king the M"' 
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Moves on 
freedom of 
speech law 


By BARCLAY McBAIN, 
Education Correspondent 

SCOTTISH Education 
Minister Mr Ian Lang yes- 
terday confirmed that the 
Government was looking 
at importing English legis- 
lation to force Scottish 
universities, colleges, and 
further education institu- 
tions to guarantee freedom 
of speech as a legal 
requirement. 

Glasgow University 
Principal Sir William Fra- 
ser said more than a week 
ago that the “thuggish” 
behaviour of Glasgow 
University students last 
month had caused the 
Government to consider 
implementing the section 
of the 1986 Education Act 
which imposed on higher 
and further education in- 
stitutions a duty to ensure 
freedom of speech for 
those associated with the 
establishments and for vis- 
iting speakers. 

Sir William berated 
those students responsible 
for jostling Education Sec- 
retary Mr John Mac- 
Gregor and damaging his 
car during his visit to the 
university. Mr MacGregor 


some of whom also threw 
eggs. 

Sir William told the uni- 
versity’s General Council 
that it had been a “lamen- 
table” display, which had 
put Glasgow in a weak po- 
sition to resist the 
introduction of such an 
onerous obligation. 

Mr Lang’s statement 
yesterday did not mention 
Glasgow University, but 
the Minister said he was 
one of the people who felt 
very strongly about secur- 
ing free speech in 
universities and colleges. 

“So far, there has been 
no need in Scotland for 
legislation in this area. 
However, the 1986 Educa- 
tion Act introduced 
provisions that were 
deemed necessary to pro- 
tect free speech in 
universities and colleges in 
England and Wales, and 
we have now decided to 
consult interested parties 
on whether or not arrange- 
ments to safeguard free 
speech are now necessary 
in Scotland,” he said. 

The SED yesterday 
wrote to universities, col- 
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carriages. 

The viaduct, which has 19 
semi-circular arches, was built for 
the Berwickshire Railway, which 
ran from a junction on the 
Hawick branch of the North Brit- 
ish Railway, just south of 


number of monuments in our 
care relating to Scotland’s indus- 
trial past.” 

A programme of masonry re- 
pairs will be carried out over the 
next year with financial assis- 
tance from the Railway Heritage 


1930 Greasley carriages will be 
placed on the embankment, one 
fitted out as a tearoom and ticket 
office and the other will be used 
as an exhibition coach. It is 
hoped to open the visitor centre 
to the public in 1992. 


aiixe. ne was me mgnesi 
paid of the state industry 
chairmen of the day. 

Described as “a forceful 
and erratically brilliant 
chairman”, Sir Monty’s 
aim was to streamline the 


undoubtably the technical 
strength of the steel indus- 
try today owes much to 
the effort he put in to en- 
couraging its tech- 
nological competitive- 
ness.” 
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Queen’s personal wealth rises by 25% 


DESPITE the recession, the Queen’s 
personal wealth rose by 25% in the last 
year through astute investment advice, 
according to a survey published today. 

Imelda Marcos, the former first lady of 
the Philippines, is ranked the third richest 
woman despite the seizure of much of her 
wealth. 

If this year is a worse investment one for 
the Queen, with a mere 10% return, it is 
estimated she will still earn just over 
£1,800,000 a day. 

The Queen, with assets of £6600m, is 
easily the world’s richest woman in the 
survey by Harpers and Queen magazine. 

All Crown assets were left out of the 
calculations because they are not the 
monarch’s to sell. For that reason Queen 


Beatrix ot the Netherlands, who would 
otherwise rank third with £2500m, was not 
rated among the most wealthy women. 

The bulk of the Queen’s private fortune 
is made up of a worldwide portfolio of blue- 
chip stocks, with the balance accounted for 
by private houses and personal possessions. 

“Rising prices for top-of-the-line 
jewellery and winning racehorses at stud 
have helped underlying asset values at the 
House of Windsor,” says the magazine, 
“but most helpful of all is the Queen’s 
exemption from taxes.” 

Mrs Marcos, who last year was found 
not guilty in New York on racketeering and 
fraud charges, is estimated to have 
property shares and an art collection 
together valued at £ 1500m. She acquired a 


personal fortune through her late husband, 
who died in exile after being deposed 

“Although £400m has been frozen in 
Switzerland, £200m seized in the 
Phillipines, and £100m is in dispute in 
America, this is probably the tip of the 
iceberg of Marcos’s wealth,” states 
Harpers and Queen. 

Second in the list is Johanna Quandt, 
widow of the BMW car magnate, with 
£2600m. 

Only one of the women, German mail- 
order tycoon Grete Schickedanz — ranked 
tenth with £900m — can be said to have 
made it to the top with her own 
entreprenuerial skills. 

The top 10 is: 

1 The Queen, aged 64, assets £6600m. 


2 Johanna Quandt, 63, £2600m. 

3 Imelda Marcos, 61, £ 1500m. 

4 Anne Cox Chambers, 70, American 
publisher’s daughter, £1400m. 

5 Barbara Cox Anthony, 67, sister of 
Anne Chambers, £ 1400m. 

6 Liliane Bettencourt, 67, French 
daughter of L’Oreal cosmetics entre- 
preneur, £ 1300m. 

7 Jacqueline Mars Vogel, 51, American 
daughter of Mars Inc. magnate, £1200m. 

8 Alice L. Walton, 41, daughter of 
American discount retailer Sam Walton, 
£1000m. 

9 Heidi Horton, 49, widow of German 
department store founder, £950m. 

10 Grete Schickedanz, 78, German self- 
made millionairess, £900m. 


Highland group opposes national parks 


By DAVID ROSS 

COMMUNITIES in the High- 
H** moving to 


and present, within a conserva- 
tionist context. They had been 
environmentally minded long 
before modern concerns. 


guage, its poetry — and above 
all, its people”. 

But it would take time and 
require legislation r>^t-u — ^ 


this could have a catastrophic ism” in the form. ~ r 
effect on the merger of CCS A "~ 

NCC. berai*o« > 


